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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TUNIS 1715 

AIDAC FOR DISASTER RELIEF COORDINATOR 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL, TS 

REF: STATE 059433 

1. FORRESTAL WILL DEPART AT APPROXIMATELY 2000 HOURS 
MARCH 31. THREE OTHER U. S. SHIPS WILL ALSO DEPART. 

2. TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT HAS RAISED WITH US POSSIBILITY 
OF USING THREE HEAVY- DUTY HELICOPTERS ( CH-53) ON USS 
PONCE TO LIFT SEVERAL BAILEY BRIDGES, PRESENTLY IN 
STORAGE IN TUNISIA. THEREFORE, THERE IS POSSIBILITY OF 
FOLLOW- ON REQUIREMENT TO EFFECT THIS IMPORTANT MISSION 
EARLY NEXT WEEK, PROBABLY MONDAY OR TUESDAY. WE WILL 
ATTEMPT, HOWEVER, TO PERSUADE TUNISIANS TO USE ROAD 
TRANSPORT TO MOVE THESE BRIDGES. 
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